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Fort Stewart Vets Recall
Shelling Patton’s Office

By KEVIN MEREDITH
Hinasville-Richmond Hill Bureau

FORT STEWART - Members of
the 567th Antiaircraft Artillery Bat-
talion, which s three months at
Fort Stewart during the height of
World War II, still remember the
time they shelled Gen. George Pat-
ton's command post.

“He sure raised hell about that,
you know,” said William Lint, one of
about 100 battalion veterans attend-
ing a reunion at the post Friday.

“‘He was very unhappy,” agreed
Edward Reiss, a staflppszrgeant 45
e

0.
ot an official reprimand,"
said t‘onsrrler T4 George Goodman,
with a tinge of pride in his voice.
The incident took place in 1945,

just a few days before the Germans

surrendered. Fortunately, Patton

was elsewhere on the con when

the shell struck his office. The bat-

talion was doubly blessed, because

the shell was a dud and didn't ex-
od

2,

The battalion spent about six
months in Europe, earning four bat-
tle stars in campmufm that included
the Battle of the Bulge.

But the shell that hit Patton's

an adversary, as the

been all but vanquished by then.
“Everybody was happy,”

Lint. “They wanted to get rid of

htl::ir shells, didn't want to carry "em
k.
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The schnapps flowing freely in
those heady days may also have
contributed to the carelessness, the
veterans admitted.

Former members of the battalion
have gathered annually since 1949,
but Friday marked the first time
they held a reunion at Fort Stewart.

Their memories of the post in its
earliest days might explain why
their return has taken so long.

“Swamps, sand fleas, mosqui-
toes,”” Goodman said tersely.

“Ticks,” Reiss added even more
tersely.

The veterans, most of them ac-
companied by their wives, traveled
from as far as Utah and Oregon to
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attend the reunion. They spent all of
Friday at Fort Stewart, touring the
post in three Army buses.

They still carry with them clear
memories of their first night in Ger-
many, when many men died in Ger-
man strafing fire. And some still re-
call all the places where they fought,
and even how to spell them.

But no one interviewed Friday
could say much about what has
changed since they last saw Fort
Stewart, one of many stops the bat-
talion made stateside before they
reached the final battles of the
world’s last global conflict.

Albert Moore, a private first
class during the war, conceded that
many of the old barracks buildings
were still there, but that little else at
the post was familiar.

“Oh, it's altogether different,’”” he
finally said without elaborating.

BACK ON THE POST: Oid soldiers line up for pictures at Fort Stewart
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From “Ack Ack’ to guided missiles
World War Il veterans together again after 46 years

i Linds Thels

Mose than 130 Wodd War 11
weierang and thelr family
membert rekindled memaries af
e "Fighting ™ 567 Anliaircralt
Arillery Batislion here last
wick, acoonding 1o Mr Ous
While, fommer Firm scrgeant,

“We anc cclebraling omr 40tk
reerdon [n S ewanneh,™ Wr, Whise
iedial, "My Rast witkil o Fort Stew.
Bkl B aceead o

W t
bl s llfc they've sdded mom

The 56Tk AAA had spent
tsir final advanced trdning ai
then Camp Swewsn befons
cinbasking 10 Europe. This unit
wat & d0-millimeser = Aok Ack™
unit. which means they had 40
millimeier mstcentic weipons

Thede woberans were im

England beiefly hefore they sail- [0
&d for Frange, where they foughi
in cam thesre,
“Wisiting Poet Stewanl beings
back 5 Il of memoses” M
White sabd. “It felr greal to b
back.™

“Wi ipend aboul five manthe P00
here befpre embarking foi 0 00
England,” sakd Mr, Rober
Bunker, fomer capsn <%
brought back a lot of memories.” |

“1i's been a delightful 1kp" ke %
sakd, “For Stowarl has changod ¢
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"Itz been a delightful trip,” he
sxid, “Forl Stewan has changed a
lot, 1 hardly recognized i”

“About 46 years ago we wene
in Louisiana with our hushands
befon: arriving st Camp Siew-
art,” Mre. Goldie Winbers sasd.
“Mysell and anoiber lady, Mrs,
Mildred Todd, ardved in Savan-
nah by train three days before
our hushands,

“We had nowhere 10 go when
we arrived and were senl 10 2
peivate home where we slept on
Army cots. We stayed there two
nights before going to Camp
Stewart.

“When we came intocamp the A vehenn ol delenie orilleryman hoids one of e iohes! A0 weOponey CRCis, o iin- mmrmmmfﬁ Il i ety o By
military police said that they &% ™0 =
conaldn’' led us in without a pass. [
gaid well we can't get a pass
because I had 10 see my husband
o get the pass.

*The MPs wanted o know
what hatialion he wak in, [ said
the 36Tth. He sald there's none
here and | sald there's soon poing
to be one here.

=50, we gol inio camp before
they did.” explained Mrs.
Winters, whose hushand,
Herman, held the rank of
corposal,

“Fort Stewan has changed so
mzch 1 can'i ewen see whene the
odd cafeteria was,” M. Winters
added, *'Thad a job there 46 years
ago
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A ot has changed here, s0id e of B valarons hourng tha gym ond weighlt roDma



